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When Father Howard James
left Jamaica for England to
celebrate 25 years as a priest,
he knew little of the awe-
inspiring experience in store.
James would end up meeting
Pope Francis in Rome. For him,
it was like “heaven”, page 7.

~ Caribbean nationals who
have legally made the
United States their home
are growing increasingly
uncomfortable as some
U.S. lawmakers push to 
cut their numbers. Those
hoping to assist relatives
by “filing” for them to
become U.S. permanent
residents worry their
efforts will be thwarted,
page 2.

Almost every step in Jamaican-
born Omar Holness’s sporting
life pointed to him becoming a
professional soccer player. But
Holness’s pro career kicked off
with a horrible nightmare, as
he suffered a massive seizure
on the field. He’s bouncing
back, page 8.

~ A crackdown on 
immigration by United
States President Donald
Trump has sent some
Caribbean nationals - 
legal and undocumented
U.S. residents - scrambling
in panic, scared they’ll be
caught in a government
sweep that could deport
them and shatter their
lives, page 5.



Trinidad and Tobago has
emerged the Caribbean nation
supplying the most recruits for
the terrorism organization
ISIS.

A story published in the
New York Times newspaper
last month stated that more
than 100 T&T nationals have
left the twin island republic to
join ISIS in Syria,
according to officials
of the United States
and T&T.

The Caribbean
nation has a popula-
tion of just over a
million. In contrast,
the U.S. has a popu-
lation 240 times that
of T&T, but only an
estimated 250 had
joined ISIS up to
late 2015, the Times
noted, quoting a
U.S. House
Homeland Security
Committee report.

The Times
reported several reasons put
forward for the heavy ISIS
recruitment of T&T nationals.
Among them is that T&T law
doesn’t prohibit nationals from
joining the so-called caliphate,
which is made up of Muslim
extremists. Also, T&T has a
large Muslim population,
about six percent of the total.
ISIS recruits from T&T,
according to published reports,
are usually disenfranchised
youths, criminals or former
gang members who have

found the extremist group’s
message – obtained from web-
sites - favorable.

RESPECT
ISIS, according to a for-

mer U.S. official, has high
regard for T&T nationals.

“Trinidadians do very well
with ISIL,” John L. Estrada,

former U.S. ambassa-
dor to T&T, was quot-
ed by the Times as say-
ing. “They are high up
in the ranks, they are
very respected and
they are English-speak-
ing. ISIL have used
them for propaganda
to spread their message
through the
Caribbean.”
There is concern that
ISIS fighters from T&T
could be ordered to
carry out attacks in the
Caribbean. The region,
especially U.S. interests
there, is believed to be

vulnerable.
U.S. President Donald

Trump recently spoke to T&T
Prime Minister Keith Rowley
about security issues. The
U.S., according to the Times,
“encouraged Trinidad to tight-
en its laws, has hosted meet-
ings with Muslim leaders at
the embassy in Port of Spain,
and paid for several to attend
anti-extremism workshops in
the United States.”
�

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Sons
of Caribbean immigrants were
elected to top posts in the
Democratic Party last month in
the United States.

Thomas Edward “Tom”
Perez, whose
parents are
from the
Dominican
Republic, was
chosen chair-
man of the
Democratic
National
Committee
(DNC).
Michael Blake,
whose parents
migrated from
Jamaica, was
elected vice
chair.

Perez’s
father Rafael
Antonio de
Jesús Pérez
Lara earned
U.S. citizenship after enlisting
in the U.S. Army after World
War II. His mother Grace

moved to the U.S. in 1930 after
her father Rafael Brache was
appointed as the country’s
ambassador to the U.S.

FIRST
Blake, whose parents

moved to the U.S. in the 1970s,
is a New York state assembly-
man. His father Headly was a
hospital maintenance supervi-
sor. Mom Hilary worked at a
manufacturing plant in New
Jersey. Blake attended
Northwestern University and
was named a fall fellow at the
Harvard University Institute of
Politics in 2016.

Perez, who attended
Brown University, served as
assistant attorney general for
the Civil Rights Division of the
U.S. Department of Justice and
secretary of labor from 2013 to
2017. His election on a second
ballot made him the first
Latino chairman of the DNC. 

- Edited from News Americas.
�

GORDON WILLIAMS

Caribbean nationals who have
legally made the United States
their permanent home are
growing increasingly uncom-
fortable as some U.S. lawmak-
ers push to drastically cut their
numbers.

A recent proposal by at
least two senators aims to
slash the number of people
from the Caribbean wishing to
reside in the U.S.

Now Caribbean
Americans hoping to assist rel-
atives by “filing” for them to
become U.S. permanent resi-
dents or “green card” holders
are worried their efforts will
be thwarted if the senators’
proposal become law.

“A lot of people are very
fearful, from what I gather,”
said immigration attorney K.
Omari Fullerton, Jamaica’s
honorary consul general for
Texas. “They’re very con-
cerned.” 

Last month, Republican
senators Tom Cotton and
David Perdue, reportedly in
consultation with the adminis-
tration of U.S. President
Donald Trump, proposed leg-
islation that would cut by up
to 50 percent the number of
legal immigrants admitted to
the U.S.

The proposal includes
allowing only immigrants’
immediate family members to
become permanent residents.
That would exclude categories
such as adult siblings and adult
children from consideration.

Parents of U.S. immigrants fil-
ing the immigration petition
would also be
cut off if the
senators’ bill
becomes law,
unless the par-
ents were ill. In
that case, fami-
ly of those par-
ents would not
be allowed
public benefits.

‘TREND’
According to Cotton, the

proposed law is aimed at cur-
tailing a “trend” of competi-
tion, which leads to lower
wages for American workers.

A U.S. Senate vote on the
proposal/bill could come in
2017.

However, chances of the
bill becoming law appear
remote at this point, according
to knowledgeable observers,
especially since most lawmak-
ers and business interests are

unlikely to support it. The rea-
son, according to Fullerton, is
that the U.S. needs more - not
less – people to sustain its eco-
nomic power.

“Immigration is the
engine of America,” he
explained. “That’s it … Why
reduce (the number of perma-
nent residents)? They should
be talking about increasing it
because the birthrate in
America is low … If they do
that they’ll have to start
importing people just to come
to keep the American talent
going.”

IMPACT
Thousands of Caribbean

nationals with permanent resi-
dence cases pending – for
themselves and family - are
getting jittery. The economic
benefits provided to the U.S.
by Caribbean immigrants, in
areas such as filing fees for

T&T is top Caribbean
nation for ISIS recruits 

Caribbean Americans elected
to top Democratic Party posts

U.S. lawmakers push to limit ‘green card’ holders
~ Caribbean nationals fear families will be cut off

2 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  MARCH 2017

NEWS
Over 10,272,000 copies printed and delivered in 28 years

Wet Wipes

Sanitary Item

s

Rags

Diapers

M
edicine/Vitam

in
s

                      
Grease

/O
ils

    Needles  

Paper T

ow
el

s

Q-Tips/Cotto
n 

Ba
lls

Dental Floss

Band-A

id
s

Cigarettes/Cigar T

ip
s

THINK BEFORE YOU FLUSH!
Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department

The water you flush goes through wastewater pipes to reach our treatment plants. 
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Fullerton

- File photograph
Cotton, left, and Purdue

(Continued on page 4)
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Many ISIS recruits come
from T&T.
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PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad –
Dr. Hollis Liverpool, better
known as “Chalkdust, won a
ninth Calypso Monarch title in
Trinidad and Tobago late last
month, tying with the
Grenadian-born Slinger
Francisco (The Mighty
Sparrow) for the most wins in
the competition.

Chalkdust, a lecturer at the
University of Trinidad and
Tobago, won the TT$700,000

(one TT dollar = US$0.16
cents) first prize with his tune
“Learn from Arithmetic”, in
which he criticized the decision
of the leadership of the main
Hindu organization here for
not supporting an end to child
marriages in T&T.

In one of the lines of the
tune, Chalkdust reminds the
group’s leader Sat Maharaj,
that “75 cannot go into 14,”
using mathematics to reach

those opposed to changing the
laws here.

Massy Trinidad All Stars
won the 2017 Panorama com-
petition as carnival celebrations
culminated on Feb. 28 with the
traditional street jump-up.

- Edited from CMC. More
entertainment on page 11.
�

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
United States President
Donald Trump has expanded
the nation’s immigration rules
requiring stepped up deporta-
tion of undocumented immi-
grants from the Caribbean and
elsewhere.

In a revised executive
order signed last month and
captioned “Border Security
and Immigration Enforcement
Improvements”, Trump said
U.S. federal immigration law
both imposes the responsibility
and provides the means for
the federal government, in
cooperation with the states, to
secure the nation’s borders.

He said the purpose of the
order is “… to repatriate ille-
gal aliens swiftly, consistently
and humanely.” It also directs

the U.S. secretary of home-
land security to hire an addi-
tional 5,000 border agents and
to “empower state and local
law enforcement to support
federal enforcement of immi-
gration law, to the maximum
extent permitted by law, and
to ensure that prosecution
guidelines place a high priority
on crimes.”

On Feb. 17, the
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agency
released a list detailing the
offenses of 680 immigrants
who were recently detained
and slated for deportation,
adding that 75 percent had
criminal convictions.

- Edited from CMC.
�

‘Chalkdust’ wins historic calypso
monarch crown 

Expanded U.S. rules may deport more to Caribbean

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti
– Haiti’s new Prime
Minister Dr. Jack Guy
Lafontant was sworn into
office on Feb. 24 with
President Jovenel Moise
saying his selection was in
keeping with his policies of
placing competent people
to oversee the future socio-
economic development of
the French-speaking
Caribbean community
(CARICOM) country.

Moise, who was sworn
into office on Feb. 7 after win-
ning the Nov. 20 presidential
election, said he chose
Lafontant because he wanted
the country to have “a hard-
working, competent and unit-
ed prime minister” who want-
ed change in Haiti. Moïse

called on Haitians to work
with him to restore peace and
order in the country.

“We want serenity to facil-
itate the prosperity of Haiti.
We have to get the state out of
the street, because the country
is tired with these incessant
and fruitless fratricidal strug-

gles,” he said.
In his address,

Lafontant, a 56-year-old
academic married and
father of three, prom-
ised to unite the country.
“We will strive to

make Haiti a land more
than never conducive to
investment and busi-
ness,” he added.
Under the Haitian

Constitution, the next
step for the new prime
minister will be to select

his Cabinet and present him-
self before the Parliament to
obtain a vote of confidence on
his policy statement.

- Edited from CMC.
�

Haiti’s new president, prime minister take oath of office 

permanent residents, will be
hard to replace if the senators’
proposal becomes law, some
believe.

“It’s gonna affect the
country (U.S.),” said Gentle
Edwards, a Caribbean
American living in Houston,
Texas.

“We foreigners basically
build this country. The amount
of money that we put in the
system … I can guarantee you,
the (U.S.-born) citizens do not
put nothing, because they

don’t have to pay for the green
card. They don’t have to file
for nothing.”

The fee to apply to change
U.S. immigration status from
temporary to permanent is
$1,640. To sponsor a parent,
sibling or spouse costs $535.

Currently, up to a million
people are granted permanent
residence to the U.S. each
year, according to statistics
reported by the U.S.-based
Migration Policy Institute last
year. More than 42 million not
born in the U.S. already reside

in the country. The majority
are from Canada, China,
India, Mexico and the
Philippines.

However, thousands come
from the Caribbean, with
Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Haiti and Jamaica accounting
for the most “green card”
holders from the region each
year.

- Photograph of K. Omari
Fullerton by Gordon Williams.
�

U.S. lawmakers push to limit ‘green card’ holders
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GORDON WILLIAMS

HOUSTON, Texas – A crack-
down on immigration by
United States President
Donald Trump has sent
Caribbean nationals - both
legal and undocumented U.S.
residents - scrambling in panic,
with many scared they’ll be
caught in a government sweep
that could deport them and
shatter their families.

As a result of Trump’s
recent directives, which
includes an
executive
order that
bans travel for
immigrants
from certain
Muslim-major-
ity countries,
and widening
powers for
U.S.
Department
of Homeland Security (DHS)
officers to round up and
deport undocumented resi-
dents for offenses including
minor traffic violations, some
Caribbean nationals have
drastically changed their
lifestyle.

Those without legal per-
manent resident status, who
spoke with Caribbean Today
on condition they not be iden-
tified, claimed they were
shocked by the latest develop-
ments. They’re now keeping a
much lower profile by avoid-
ing public places, especially
areas they suspect DHS or

other law
enforcement
officers may be
present.
“I’ve never
seen anything
like this,” said
a Caribbean
national who
has been with-
out legal status

in the U.S. for over a decade
and is the parent of American-
born children. “It’s like every-
thing is getting crazy. People
are scared what will happen
next.”

Even those with legal U.S.
status have sensed fear in the
Caribbean American commu-
nity.

“What is happening right
now is a panic. Nobody here
exactly knows what’s happen-
ing,” explained Vin Blaine, a
Caribbean national who has
held legal U.S. permanent resi-
dence for decades.

“They’re hearing that
even if you have a ‘green card’
they can put you back (to the
Caribbean). So people are
worried … I think people are
really, really concerned.”

CHANGES
Trump has since sought to

roll back part of the travel ban
which some interpreted as

applying to legal U.S. perma-
nent residents or “green card”
holders. News agencies,
including CNN, also reported
late last month that a new
travel ban planned by the
president will not affect per-
manent residents and those
who already have U.S. visas.

However, some Caribbean
nationals have already altered

their lifestyle. For example,
planned trips which would
have taken them out of the
U.S. have been shelved by
some. Others are considering
leaving the U.S. permanently.

“Everybody feels nerv-
ous,” said Gentle Edwards, a
Caribbean American business-
man who lives in Texas, which
last month became the first

U.S. state to support Trump’s
initial travel ban in court.

“A lot people want to go
home because they don’t know
what’s gonna be tomorrow and
what the man (Trump) is
gonna sign. A lot of people
(booked) the trip (to the
Caribbean) and they cancelled
it.”

“The general threat is

scary,” added Terron Henry, a
Caribbean national who owns
a restaurant here. “The peo-
ple around here scared.
Everybody is scared.”

The travel ban and wide-
spread immigration crackdown
does not stop U.S. citizens,
including Caribbean nationals

PANIC: Trump’s immigration policies scare Caribbean nationals in U.S.
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana –
Caribbean community
(CARICOM) leaders say they
are looking forward to “con-
tinuing the fruitful and mutu-
ally beneficial relationship
with the new United States
administration”.

At the end of their inter-
sessional summit here last
month, regional leaders said
they emphasized the impor-
tance of the long-standing
relationship between the com-
munity and the U.S.

“We also recognized 
the importance of the recently
adopted bipartisan, U.S.-
Caribbean Strategic
Engagement Act of 2016 that
seeks to increase U.S. engage-
ment with the governments
and civil society of the
region,” David Granger,
CARICOM chairman and
host, told reporters.

At the start of the sum-
mit, Barbados Prime Minister
Fruendel Stuart said 19
Barbadians had been detained

under the U.S. travel ban. He
said his administration would
be investigating the reports
even as he expressed surprise
that Barbadians and other
Caribbean nationals were
being rounded
up by
American
authorities in
keeping with
President
Donald
Trump’s Jan.
27 order,
which was
stated it
intended to keep terrorists out
of the U.S.

Granger told reporters
that  “we have a very cordial
and respectful relationship
with the United States.

“A change in CARI-
COM-USA relationship is not
anticipated.”

- Edited from CMC.
�

Former Trinidad and Tobago
soccer star Dwight Yorke was
recently denied entry into the
United States after immigra-
tion officers found he had vis-
ited Iran, one of seven
Muslim-majority countries
falling under a travel ban
recently ordered by U.S.
President Donald Trump.

According to news reports
last month, Yorke said he was
“made to feel like a criminal”
when he tried to enter the
U.S. Yorke was denied entry
after U.S. immigration officers

determined he had a stamp in
his passport from Iran, one of
the seven targeted nations.

Yorke, 45, who was on his
way to T&T after traveling to
several countries, said he had
visited Iran in 2015 to repre-
sent the “World Stars” in an
exhibition game against the
“Iranian Stars”. Boarding a
flight to Miami from Qatar, he
was stopped by airport offi-
cials.

“I couldn’t quite believe
what was happening,” Yorke
reportedly told the Sun news-

paper. “I have lost count of
the number of times I have
been to America. I love the
country … I thought ‘what is
happening here?’

“They told me there was a
visa problem and a red flag
had come up against my name
because of an Iranian stamp in
my passport.

“… The two officials told
me if I got on the flight I
would simply be deported
back to Qatar once I arrived
in the States.”
�

Caribbean seeks ‘fruitful,
mutual’ U.S. relationship 

U.S. denies entry to ex-T&T soccer star

who have become naturalized,
from re-entering the country.
But that hasn’t stopped anxi-
ety rippling through some
communities.

“I get a lot of calls from
people saying that they are
scared of being put back on a

plane, especially at (Houston)
Hobby airport,” said immigra-
tion attorney K. Omari
Fullerton, Jamaica’s honorary
consul general for Texas.

“Even prior to the travel
ban (executive order), Hobby
airport had been turning back
quite a few Jamaicans and
they should not be turning
them back.”

“I’ve got people who were
supposed to travel and literally
don’t want to travel,” said
Henry.

RUMORS
Rumors of immigration

sweeps have seeped into U.S.
communities heavily populat-
ed by Caribbean nationals,
such as New York, Florida,
Georgia, Texas and California.

During his presidential
election campaign, Trump
announced he would crack
down on illegal immigration
and suggested a temporary

ban on Muslims traveling to
the U.S. He claimed that
would help fight terrorism.
After being sworn in as presi-
dent Jan. 20, Trump issued an
executive order banning travel
of refugees and immigrants
from seven Muslim-majority
countries – Syria, Iran, Iraq,
Libya, Somalia, Sudan and
Yemen. However, the ban was
suspended by a New York
judge shortly after.

Last month, the Trump
administration contested the
suspension before the Ninth
U.S. Court of Appeals, which
ruled unanimously not to
restore the executive order. On
Feb. 13, a federal district court
in Seattle inflicted another
major blow to Trump’s agenda
by extending the temporary
suspension indefinitely.

- Photograph of Terron Henry
by Gordon Williams. 
�

PANIC: Trump’s immigration policies scare Caribbean nationals in U.S.

GEORGETOWN, Guyana –
Guyana is discussing the pos-
sible effects of the new immi-
gration policies instituted by
the administration of United
States President Donald
Trump.

Director of Guyana’s
Foreign Service Institute
Ambassador Ronald Austin
said recent decisions on immi-
gration by Trump “will have
an immediate impact on our
lives.

“We have to, I think first
of all, in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and I think
throughout the government of
Guyana, decide how we
respond to the emergence of
President Trump and the con-
sequences of his policies,”
Austin said.

“This is not abstract for-
eign policy, this is direct con-
sequences of a man who has
decided to change the way the
United States sees the world,
and in particular as far as the
immigrant population is con-
cerned in the United States.”

Last month, the U.S.
Department of Homeland

Security revealed
plans for the enforce-
ment of immigration
laws that have been
deemed aggressive
and discriminatory
against Muslims. In
addition, the new
policies expand the
Federal government’s
ability to empower
state and local law
enforcement agencies
to perform the func-
tions of immigration
officers.
‘EMERGING
TRUMP

Trump was
expected to sign a
new immigration
executive order early this
month.

A government statement
noted that Professor Ivelaw
Griffith, vice chancellor and
principal of the University of
Guyana, made a presentation
to the staff of the Foreign
Service Institute titled “The
Emerging Trump
Administration Foreign Policy
and Dynamics Related to

Guyana and the Caribbean”.
Caribbean community

(CARICOM) leaders, at their
recently concluded inter-ses-
sional summit here, said that
they were still anticipating
continued good relationships
with Washington under the
Trump administration.

- Edited from CMC.
�

Guyana braces for U.S. immigration policy ‘impact’ 
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MARIE GREGORY
JONES

When Father Howard James
left his parish in Ocho Rios,
Jamaica for London, England
to celebrate 25 years as a
priest, he knew little of the
awe-inspiring experience in
store for him.

James, now 57, was born
in London to Jamaican par-
ents who returned to the
Caribbean island when he was
age two. He grew up in Essex
Hall then returned to England
to the Westminster diocese for
priestly studies. He was the
first priest of Caribbean origin
to be ordained for the diocese
of Westminster. Since then,
James has moved between
Jamaica and London.

Several years ago he was
parish priest in Ocho Rios
then had appointments in
London, culminating in five
years as parish priest of St.
John’s, Islington. When that
term ended, he returned to
Ocho Rios.

With this background,
parishes on both sides of the
Atlantic wanted to celebrate
his 25th anniversary as a priest
– which occurred on Nov. 16,
2016. The first event was held
in Jamaica on Nov. 13. Then
James was off to London for
another on Nov. 19 attended

by some 250 guests.

BEST
Still, the best was yet to

come. James decided to spend
a few days in Rome, the
Italian city where he had been
received into the church. A
priest friend who worked in
the Vatican told him he would
try to arrange for him to meet
Pope Francis, head of the
Catholic Church.

Shortly before departing
for Rome on Nov. 29, James
was informed he would be
attending mass with the pope
in his private chapel on Dec.
1. He was instructed to take
his alb, the white garment
worn by a priest, and to be at
the Vatican by 6:45 a.m. He
set his alarm for 5 a.m., asked
for a wake-up call just to be

NEW YORK – Howie Prince,
is the consul general of the St.
Vincent and the Grenadines’
(SVG) diplomatic office in the
United States.

Celia Ross, who shares the
office building with him is the
U.S. director of sales and mar-
keting at the SVG Tourism
Authority.

Both were ecstatic that on
Valentine Day, Feb. 14, they
would be among several pas-
sengers making a historic and
romantic journey back to their
homeland. Only this time,
instead of having to make sev-
eral stopovers, they would fly
directly to the newly built
Argyle International Airport
(AIA).

“It’s the fulfillment of
many years of wishful things,”
Prince told the Caribbean
Media Corporation (CMC)
last month, adding: “We can
now boast of an international
airport, where we can move
people and goods and services
to bolster our development.

“… (It’s) a great prospect
from the standpoint of having
seamless travel. And to have
seamless travel, it’s the fulfill-
ment of many dreams.

“With the ground-break-

ing for hotel development,
tourism should take off, agri-
cultural development should
take off, and we can see the
return of the brain power. The
development of the airport
can help in our economic
development.”

ACHIEVEMENT
The international airport

is considered a major political
achievement of the ruling
Unity Labour Party and Prime
Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves
in particular, who had come

under intense criticism at
home over the project, which
is six years behind schedule.

Venezuela and Cuba were
among countries that helped
Gonsalves fulfill his dream of
building an international air-
port in SVG.

Ross said as the SVG
tourism representative for
many years, the AIA is “defi-
nitely a most welcome addi-
tion to all the good things the
destination has to offer.

“For many years, I have
listened to travel agents and

consumers talk about the
beauty of the destination and,
at the same time, lament the
difficulty in getting there
because of inadequate airlift,”
she added. “We expect AIA
will boost our tourism indus-
try, bringing many more visi-
tors to our shores … the inter-
national airport will improve
the performance of other criti-
cal sectors, like agriculture and
fisheries.”

Chartered flights on
Caribbean Airlines and
Dynamics Airline were sched-
uled to leave New York’s 
John F. Kennedy International
Airport on Feb. 14 for AIA,
returning Feb. 21.

“I think it’s a significant

milestone for St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, and all
Vincentians should embrace it,
as we move forward,” said
Lennox Joslyn, chairman of
the fundraising committee of
Council of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines’ Organizations,
U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO), a
Brooklyn-based umbrella
Vincentian group in the U.S.

“I want all Vincentians to
move on this (welcome
AIA),” added Joslyn, who was
born at Diamond, a short dis-
tance from AIA.

“Forget about politics,” he
insisted.

Jackson Farrell, long-
standing president of the
Brooklyn-based St. Vincent
and the Grenadines Ex-
Teachers Association,
expressed similar views.

“The airport, whether we
like it or not, is coming on
stream,” he said last month.

“When the comrade
(Gonsalves) passes on, the air-
port will still be there. So, let
us stop the ‘dotishness’ and
opposition to the international
airport.”

Farrell, who taught ele-
mentary and secondary

When a priest from Jamaica
met a pope at the Vatican

‘SVG WE COMING!’: Diaspora ecstatic over new international airport 
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Airport is a major achievement for
Gonsalves. 

The new airport in SVG.

Pope Francis, left, greets Father James.
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schools SVG before migrating
to New York, said his associa-
tion has been “an integral
part” of the Brooklyn-based
Friends of Argyle
International Airport that has
raised funds to assist its con-
struction.

“We have stated clearly
that we recognize certain proj-
ects purely through the prism
of national interest and not as
any political partisan objec-
tive,” Farrell said.

Prince said an overwhelm-
ing number of Vincentians in

the diaspora were looking for-
ward to landing at home.

“One stop! SVG we com-
ing!” he exclaimed. “One
stop! SVG we coming!”

Last year, the
International Airport
Development Company
(IADC), a private limited lia-
bility company wholly owned
by the SVG government, said
work on the AIA was “wind-
ing down.

“Since construction started
in August 2008, Vincentians
have waited in anticipation of
the completion of this project,”
IADC noted on its website,
adding that, after several

missed dates, “completion is
on the horizon.”

Glen Beache, chief execu-
tive officer of the SVG
Tourism Authority, said in a
statement that the AIA boasts
a runway that is 9,000 feet
long and 250 feet wide and is
“capable of accommodating
aircrafts as large as Boeing
747-400’s.” He said the 171,000
square foot terminal building
is designed to accommodate
1.5 million passengers annual-
ly.

Beache, a former tourism
minister in the Gonsalves
administration, said AIA is
further enhanced with two jet

bridges, restaurants, bars and
other shops – “all designed to
provide passengers and airport
employees with a pleasant
experience.

“Tourism has been the
major economic earner for St.
Vincent and the Grenadines
for the last two decades, and it
is expected that the new inter-
national airport will increase
earnings in this sector, as well
as other critical sectors, includ-
ing agriculture, fisheries,”
Beache said.

- Edited from CMC.
�

GORDON WILLIAMS

CHATTANOOGA,
Tennessee – Every step in
Jamaican-born Omar
Holness’s sporting life pointed
to him becoming a profession-
al soccer player.

His days growing up in 
the Caribbean, competing in
schoolboy and club leagues,
captaining his country at the
2011 Under-17 World Cup,
becoming a star at the
University of North Carolina,
and digesting a steady diet of
“the beautiful game” from top
leagues around the world on
television. It all seemed geared
to making his dream come
true.

Until Holness’s pro debut
turned into a horrible night-
mare.

Playing in his first match
on Mar. 26, 2016 for Real
Monarchs SLC, an affiliate of
Real Salt Lake (RSL), the
Major League Soccer club
which picked him fifth overall
earlier that year in the MLS
SuperDraft, Holness suffered
a massive seizure and col-
lapsed on the field, in front of
stunned teammates, oppo-
nents and home fans at Rio
Tinto Stadium in Utah.

To compound
matters, the rook-
ie’s shoulder was
dislocated as
those rushing to
assist wrestled to
restrain him.
Nothing similar
had happened
before and the
incident was
ruled an “anom-
aly” by doctors,
according to
Holness. But for
the midfielder,
now 22, it could
not have been a
more disastrous
start to his career.

“It was an
unfortunate
event,” Holness
told Caribbean
Today last month
as he prepared to play against
the United States in a friendly
international here.

‘GRATEFUL’
Life threatening would

have been more accurate.
Word and worry spread rapid-
ly across the U.S. and
Caribbean. Ryan Thompson,
who plays for St. Louis, the
Monarchs’ opponent Holness
had the seizure, was away on

national duty at the time of
the incident.

“I wasn’t there,” Thompson
recalled. “But almost immedi-
ately after the incident hap-
pened people just kept calling.
They were really concerned
about Omar.”

Holness has no recollec-
tion of exactly what happened
on the field that night, but he
remembers asking later and
being told his team won the

United Soccer Leagues (USL)
game. He was released from
the hospital the following day,
“grateful to be alive” and vow-
ing to return to action quickly.
That turned into a much
longer wait.

“I had to sit out about two
months, about two-and-a-half
months,” Holness said.

The good news was that
he would be allowed to play
again and there have been no

lingering physical or
mental effects.
“Relating to the
seizure,” explained
Holness, who turns 23
this month, “they
found absolutely noth-
ing wrong.”

‘MOVED ON’
He claimed he
“moved on from” the
incident and proved it
by finishing 2016
strong. Holness played
eight games for the
Monarchs in USL and
nine for RSL, starting
three – a total of 277
MLS minutes.
Today, he’s right back
where he started.
Holness entered RSL’s
pre-season training
camp last month trying

to impress the club enough to
break into regular first team
soccer as MLS 2017 kicks off
this month. He’s viewed as
both a holding midfielder and

‘SVG WE COMING!’: Diaspora ecstatic over new international airport 

sure, then hardly slept.
However, when he arrived

at the hostel of St. Marta’s,
where the pope lives, there
was a hitch. James had to be
checked by security and was
asked to produce identifica-
tion. Residents in many
European countries usually
carry identification, but in
England this is not the custom.
A hasty phone call by the
guard cleared James for entry.

‘IN AWE’
James said he wondered

what he would say to the pope

as he sat with another priest
and other invited guests in the
small chapel. Then suddenly
the door opened and there
stood the pope. According to
James, the pontiff looked so
humble the emotion of the
occasion caused him to shed
tears.

“I was in awe,” said
James. “He was so very sim-
ple and prayerful.”

James said he was asked
to distribute Holy
Communion. He drank from
the chalice, the same from
which the pope had sipped
moments before. According
to James, he kept asking him-

self “How could this happen
to a boy from Essex Hall, west
rural St. Andrew?” 

After mass James said he
was asked to wait a few
moments. Then the pope
joined him for a short conver-
sation.

“I rehearsed in my mind
what I would say to him,”
James recalled.

The pontiff kissed him on
both cheeks and James said
he felt he was in heaven. He
told the pope that he was cel-
ebrating his silver anniversary
and was given a special bless-
ing.

Pope Francis said he

would pray for James, his rel-
atives and friends and asked
that the father to pray for
him. The entire incident left a
lasting impression on James.

“I left the courtyard of
the chapel and stopped out-
side St Peter’s on my way
back to the hotel and just
prayed and thanked God for
such an amazing experience,”
he said.

Story and photographs sub-
mitted by Marie Gregory
Jones, a freelance writer for
Caribbean Today.
�

When a priest from Jamaica met a pope at the Vatican

Jamaican star aims to kick start pro career after on-field tragedy 
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In Donald Trump’s universe,
also known as his mind, there
is no doubt that his “Great
Border Wall” will keep out all
‘bad hombres’ from the
United
States – at
least on the
southern side
of the bor-
der.

And
there’s no
convincing
his diehard
fans, also
known as the
dummies
who voted
for him because they want to
shut out brown and black
immigrants, otherwise. But
here’s a newsflash Donald:  At
least one bad hombre – “El
Chapo” – is in the U.S. bor-
ders and there’s no getting rid
of him anytime soon.

And yes we all know you
were not kidding about your
big beautiful wall dream. You
reminded us of this on Jan. 25
when you signed your execu-
tive order telling officials to
begin to “plan, design and
construct a physical wall”
along the 3,200-kilometer
(2,000-mile) U.S.-Mexico bor-
der.

You reminded us again on
Feb. 8 when you insisted at a
conference of county sheriffs
at the White House: “The wall
is getting designed right now.
A lot of people say, ‘Oh, oh,
Trump was only kidding with
the wall.’ I wasn’t kidding. I
don’t kid. I don’t kid.”

And you harped on it
again on Feb. 11 when you
rudely took time out from
hosting the Japanese prime
minister to tweet: “I am read-
ing that the great border
WALL will cost more than the
government originally thought,
but I have not gotten involved
in … the design or negotia-
tions yet,” Trump wrote in a
series of two consecutive
tweets. “When I do, just like
with the F-35 FighterJet or the
Air Force One Program, price
will come WAY DOWN!”

ADVICE
We get it! But Donald,

here’s a bit of advice! Not that
that you will take it, but here
goes anyway: Before you
waste time and taxpayer dol-
lars on design and construc-
tion, please, please talk to El
Chapo. Before you waste $21
billion of our money – many

ROGER CALDWELL

United States President
Donald Trump campaigned for
dramatic change in the

enforcement of the rule of law
in America.

He and his team decided
his executive orders will dictate
the laws in the land.

In one month, he signed
24 executive orders, and they
are attempts to make major
changes in U.S. law. The con-
tent of these executive orders
indicate a lack of respect for
civil rights and the U.S.
Constitution.

During the week of Feb. 3,
Immigrant and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) officers
arrested 600 undocumented
immigrants. Many of these
immigrants had minor viola-

tions dating back several years
and there is no distinction
between felonies and misde-
meanors.

Under Trump’s executive
order, he authorized the
Department of Homeland
Security to hire an additional
10,000 agents.  At this point,
this is a vague order and immi-
grants as well as U.S. citizens
have been stopped and ques-
tioned by ICE.

‘NO LIMIT’
“The potential for a police

state is clear,” said Bill
Boyarsky of the Truth-Dig.
“There is no limit to what
immigration cops could do.
Under the order, they would
be able to deport anyone con-
victed of fraud in any official
matter before a governmental
agency. Or unauthorized immi-
grants who have abused any
program related to receipt of
public benefits.” 

As Trump puts pressure
on local police officers and
sheriff deputies to work with
immigration cops, things are
starting to get crazy. ICE
agents can use their own judg-
ment to enforce this order and
they almost have unlimited
power.

During the Feb. 3 week of
ICE raids, the targeted group
was the Latino community. But
inside the Trump administra-

tion, there is also a war on
Islam.

CHANGE
Blacks in the inner-city

have always lived in a police
state, so there will not be a
major change in their environ-
ment. But Trump wants law
enforcement to become
tougher and more repressive. 

It is not a mistake that the
new president has included so
many generals and high-level
military personnel in his
Cabinet. In order for Trump to
enact his agenda, he needs the
military, ICE and police to sup-
port and enforce his executive
orders.

In the event of a violent
protest, or if police are killed,
Trump can blame the courts,
the media, the protesters and
any political opposition. The
police state under Trump is not
coming, it is here.

On Feb. 7, Muhammad
Ali’s son, returning from a
Black History event in
Jamaica, was detained for two
hours and asked by border
agents if he was Muslim. Even
though he had a U.S. passport,
he was still detained at an
immigration checkpoint at Fort
Lauderdale International
Airport.

Murders too terrible for the
ears and eyes have been tak-
ing place from the dawn of
time, for the heart of man is
wicked.

Wasn’t it Cain who killed
his brother Abel, as reported
in the Bible? 

Many names have been
ascribed to murder. The dif-
ference is, in times gone by,
people would pay the ultimate
price for murder. Their lives
would be taken from them in
return. There was a time in
the Western world’s history
when murderers were caught,
tried, convicted and executed
with no public outcry.

The point is, people paid
the ultimate price for their
crimes.

Today, murder seems to
be going on unabated and, the
truth is, murderers are doing
their grisly deeds with impuni-
ty and laughing at society.
Recently, two journalists were
killed in the Dominican
Republic during their public
live broadcast.

Even if they do get caught
and sentenced, murderers
often enjoy the gift of life that
they robbed their victims of.
Some sectors of society even
object to them being subjected
to harsh treatment, citing
human rights violations.

Compare that to what vio-
lations they foisted on victims.

Even babies
and children
are not being
spared.

PROPER
PENALTY

Still, cir-
cumstances
alter cases. If
two men get
into a fight
and one
punches the other, who then
falls, hits his head and dies, it’s
murder. But that survivor does-
n’t deserve the death penalty.

If a woman is beaten to a
pulp by her man for years and
one day she strikes back and
does him in, that’s also differ-
ent. Women aren’t usually
executed anyway, but you get

my point. 
When you have men who

treat murder like it’s a nation-
al sport or bird shooting sea-
son, then what do you do with
those thugs? Oh yes, some
say, send them to jail for a few
years where “they will be
rehabilitated.” More than
likely they’ll take classes, get
immersed in religion and turn
good citizens.

Meanwhile the victims are
long gone, forgotten by the
media, remembered only by
close friends and relatives.

EXECUTION
Opponents of execution

say it’s not a deterrent to mur-
der. Execution is punishment,
and if even one man thinks
twice about it before he does

the deed, then that’s one vic-
tim saved. The murderer is
taken out of the equation,
never to kill again.

Statistics show many
killers do so again upon
release from prison. And yet,
armchair experts make excus-
es and find reasons and justifi-
cation why people commit
murder. The truth is, he’s just
a stone cold hard wicked dog-
heart killer who has no mercy
for man woman or child. 

There is the question of
executing the wrong person,
and that must be a terrible
fate for the innocent. Some
have been released after many

years, due to DNA evidence
exonerating them. DNA
should be the deciding factor.

If you don’t want to exe-
cute them, then do something
else, lock them away in soli-
tary for life. Send a message
that there are consequences
for heinous actions.

Many won’t share my
views, as we’ve become civi-
lized, cultured, sophisticated.
But guess what, killers don’t
talk to death, they cause death,
and pay no ultimate price. 

seido1@hotmail.com
�
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paid in taxes by the immigrants
you despise – and saddle us
with an eye sore that will keep
no one out, please have a chat
with El Chapo.

El Chapo and his friends
in the Sinaloa cartel know all
about getting out of walls, over
walls and under them. Just last
December, Mexican police dis-
covered two  new tunnels that
officials believed drug traffick-
ers used to sneak from the bor-
der city of Tijuana into the
U.S. One of them reached to
San Diego. It was only the lat-
est tunnel found since 2006.

One of the longest cross-
border drug-smuggling tunnels
between Mexico and the U.S.
was found by authorities in
San Diego in April 2016. The
800 meters (874 yards) tunnel
was used to transport an
“unprecedented cache” of
cocaine and marijuana and was
the 13th sophisticated secret
tunnel found along California’s
border with Mexico since 2006.
And since 2001, U.S. law

enforcement discovered more
than 100 tunnels along the bor-
der with Mexico.

NO WORRY
El Chapo himself has told

you what he thinks of your wall.
Last year, before his extradition
to the U.S., El Chapo took to
Twitter, the communication tool
you so love, to reassure
Mexicans that they shouldn’t
worry about your infamous
pledge to build a border wall.

“The wall is no problem,
I’ll knock it down, I’ll jump
over it or I’ll go under it,” he
wrote last year.

That’s the reality Donald.
You would do well to listen.
Because those “bad hom-
bres” are simply singing: “El
Trumpeto, Great Wall, No
Problem!”

Felicia J. Persaud is CMO at
Hard Beat Communications,
Inc. which owns the brands
NewsAmericasNow,
CaribPRWire and
InvestCaribbeanNow. 
�

Vin Blaine, Jamaica’s director
of soccer, spoke with
Caribbean Today’s Gordon
Williams during Jamaica’s two-
match visit to the United States
last month. (Story on page 17.)
The following is an interview
edited for clarity and space:

QUESTION: 2018 World Cup
will mark the fifth straight
cycle Jamaica has failed to get
to the World Cup. What does
that say about Jamaica’s soc-
cer progress?
ANSWER: Well, quite frankly
it says that there’s been no
progress. You can’t get away
from that fact … 

Q: Was the hiring of (former
head) coach (Winfried)
Schafer a mistake and what
does it say about going
through all of these coaches …
and still not getting back to
the World Cup? …
A: Well, I think Schafer was a
mistake. But you can’t know
until you hire … It’s kinda dif-
ficult when you hire these peo-
ple to know what they’re
made of; and they’re under a
contract. That makes it even
worse.

But I think the bringing of

different coaches
(is) maybe
almost like a
quick fix …
Since (Rene)
Simoes (who
coached
Jamaica to the
1998 World
Cup) came,
and he came
with a differ-
ent plan, and I
think if you look at that
model, I think maybe going
back to something like that
would suit us better.

Q: Which is what?
A: … Taking the local-based
players, work with them for a
while, and then you choose a
few of the overseas-based
players … I think we kinda get
out of whack when we started
to willy nilly pull players from
all over the place ... 

Q: … Schafer being a mistake,
what would you say the mis-
take was?
A:Well flat out I don’t believe
he can coach and I say that
without any apologies.
Tactically he was miserable. I
don’t think the man knew

what he wanted … I don’t
think that he had the control
of the players or the respect of
the players. And if you don’t
have the respect of the players
then you are lost ...

Q: Has Jamaica gone too far,
in terms of relying on over-
seas(-born) players at the
expense of the local-based
players and neglecting them?
A: Yeah … I think it helped us
in the early days (qualifying
for the ’98 World Cup), but it
has not proven that is the per-
fect model.
… If you’re talking about your
base and your development of
your players at the youth level
in Jamaica, maybe it never did
us any good ...

Q: … Do you think it was a
mistake on the part of the
Jamaica Football Federation
(JFF) to stress this emphasis
on bringing in overseas-born
players, some of them who
you couldn’t gauge their com-
mitment?
A: I don’t think it was a mis-
take in the beginning … I
think that we lost the perspec-
tive that we should have on
development first … It was an

experiment and the experi-
ment went well. But like
everything else … from that
experiment you decide what
went wrong and you try some-
thing else. You build on that. I
think what we did, we never
looked at the players well
enough ...

Q: So the blame lies with the
JFF in projecting and prolong-
ing a philosophy, which obvi-
ously worked during Simoes’s
time, but didn’t work in the
latter part. You’d say that the
JFF has to take some blame
and some responsibility for
that as well?
A: I think they have to. But
you also remember that you
have to go by the philosophy
and the approach of the …
senior coach that you hire.

Q: … Are you satisfied with
the quality, the level of the
soccer being played in Jamaica
and is this, at this point, a sat-
isfactory feeding chain for the
national senior men’s program;
any program for that matter?
A: No, I’m not satisfied and
this is something that is no
secret … But I think (all) the
stakeholders … in Jamaica

right now must shoulder some
of the blame ...

Q: … Leon Bailey is 19 years
old. He’s playing in Europe in
one of the top clubs and in the
Champions League. Why is
Leon Bailey not playing for
Jamaica?
A: Leon Bailey is not playing
for Jamaica because of his
guardian. Straight up, that’s it.

Q: But why?
A: That question would have
to go to him, not to JFF. Leon
Bailey, to set the record
straight, has been invited to the
national program at the youth
level on several occasions.
Leon Bailey has trained at the
national level, not with the sen-
ior team, in my presence, more
than once. So, you will have to
ask his guardian why …

Q: So it’s not a matter of tal-
ent. You’re saying it’s not a
problem from the JFF’s side in
terms of communicating inter-
est in the player. You’re saying
the blame is with (Bailey’s)
representative, people who
represent him?
A: Straight up.
�

Trump’s great wall, no problem

Many civil rights lawyers
allege Trump is looking for an
excuse to suspend civil liberties
under the Patriot Act and citi-
zens can be held in prisons
without legal representation.

The police state under
Trump is based on hate.

President Trump is at war

with every race that is not
white in America. Who will
win?

Roger Caldwell is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
His views expressed above do
not necessarily reflect those of
the publication.
�

Police state under Trump is not coming, it’s here.

Plenty blame as Jamaica fails to make another soccer World Cup
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ROSEAU, Dominica –
Gregory “Karessah” Riviere
won his fourth calypso
monarch title
late last month
in Dominica.

Karessah,
who previously
won titles in
2009, 2010 and
2015, romped
to victory with
his tunes
“Minor Key”
and “Second
Round”. He defeated nine
other calypsonians, including
former monarch Denison
“King Dice” Joseph, who tied

with “Daddy Chess” for sec-
ond place.

The competition was
marred by the withdrawal of
Garfford Joseph, one of the
judges, over his alleged
remarks made about “Dice”,
who had threatened to with-
draw from the competition if
the judge remained.

Hundreds of revelers took
to the streets here on Feb. 27
in the parade of bands and the
festivities, which ended the
following day with the tradi-
tional street jump-up.

- Edited from CMC.
�

Barbadian pop star Rihanna,
who recently turned 29, has
quickly moved up in the rank-
ing of recording artistes with
the most top 10 hits.

Rihanna’s “Love on the
Brain” climbed into
Billboard’s Hot 100 last

month, the
30th time
she had
such an
accomplish-
ment.
The song
moved her

into third place on the all-time
list, behind Madonna and the
Beatles. In the process, she
passed Michael Jackson.

Madonna leads the list
with 38 top 10 hits, followed
by the Beatles on 35.
�

Karessah wins fourth
Dominica calypso title

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti –
With the dust now settled on
the selection of the country’s
president and prime minister,
Haitians late last month
launched into celebrating its
annual carnival.

According to newly elect-
ed President Jovenel Moise,
carnival provides an opportu-
nity to showcase the talent of
the French-speaking
Caribbean community country
still recovering from the pas-
sage of Hurricane Matthew
last October.

“The Haitian carnival is
an exceptional moment when
all the sons of Haiti, all the
social strata combined, as well

as the foreign tourists, mix,”
Moise explained while urging
Haitians to unite to work in
love, mutual respect, honor
and sincerity.

“This is the time to show
the world what we have best
at home.” 

“One of our greatest pride
is our culture. We must protect
it. Carnival presents an impor-
tant part of our culture.
Ayibobo for artistes, for our
culture. Ayibobo for Haiti,” he
added.

Multiple floats and bands
took to the streets here during
the celebrations that ended
Feb. 28.
�

Politics aside, Haitians
celebrate 2017 carnival 

Three Caribbean film produc-
ers have been given the go-
ahead to develop pilots for
original television series
through funding from Flow
and CaribbeanTales Media
Group.

With $40,000 funding for
each project, production work
is expected to begin on
“Battledream Chronicle”, a
sci-fi/drama animated series
created by Alain Bidard based
on his feature film; “Heat”, a
crime/drama series filmed in
Barbados from filmmaker
Menelik Shabazz; and
“Caribbean Girl NYC”, an
ensemble female-driven sit-
com from New York-based
Guadeloupian filmmaker/pro-
ducer Mariette Monpierre.

Support for the pilots is
part of CaribbeanTales
Incubator Program (CTI), a
year-round development and
production hub for Caribbean
and Caribbean diaspora pro-
ducers to create regional con-
tent for the global market.

“We recognize the signifi-
cant hurdles that Caribbean

producers face in financing
and producing their content,
and getting it out to audi-
ences,” John Reid, chief exec-
utive officer of Cable and
Wireless, operator of Flow
and lead sponsor of CTI, was
quoted as saying.

“We are honored to help
support this program that is
enabling the production and
monetization of this exciting
emerging cultural industry.”

The pilots are scheduled
to premier at the annual
CaribbeanTales International
Film Festival (CTFF).

- Edited from News Americas.
�

Caribbean producers get
go-ahead for T.V. shows

Rihanna rises rapidly in ranks of hit makers
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BRIEFS
9 Mile Music Festival
Multiple Caribbean artistes are in
the announced line-up performers
for this year’s “9 Mile Music
Festival” to be staged Mar. 11 at
Virginia Key Beach Park in Miami,
Florida.

Scheduled performers include
reggae artistes Julian Marley,
Capleton, Mavado and Sizzla. Also
booked for the show are rappers
Rick Ross and DMX.

For more information, visit
9milemusicfestival.com.

Ziggy Marley wins reggae
Grammy
Jamaican Ziggy Marley’s self-titled
record won the 2017 Grammy
Award for “Best Reggae Album” last
month. Marley finished ahead of
Rebelution (“Falling Into Place”), J
Boog (“Rose Petals”), SOJA (“Live in

Virginia”) and Jamaicans Sly and
Robbie (“Reggae For Her – Sly and
Robbie Presents Devin Di Dakta and
JL”) and Raging Fyah
(“Everlasting”). 

Orlando Jazz Festival
Najee, David Sanborn and Norman
Brown are among the scheduled
performers for the “Orlando Jazz
Festival” Mar. 10-11 at the Dr.
Phillips Center for the Performing
Arts in Orlando, Florida.

For more information, visit
orlandojazzfest.com or call 844-
513-2014.

‘Jazz In The Gardens’
Some of the biggest names in
American entertainment, represent-
ing a variety of musical genres, will
be on stage at the annual “Jazz In
The Gardens” show to be held Mar.

18 and 19 at Hard Rock Stadium,
Miami Gardens, Florida.

Among the scheduled perform-
ers are Jill Scott, LL Cool J, Robin
Thick, Common and Herbie
Hancock.

Visit www.jazzinthegardens.
com for more information.

‘Kaya Fest’ coming to
Miami
The first “Kaya Fest”, a festival fea-
turing some of reggae music’s top
names, will be staged on April 22
at the Bayfront Park Amphitheater,
downtown Miami, Florida.

Among those scheduled to per-
form are Stephen Marley and his
siblings Ziggy, Damian and Ky-Mani,
plus Lauryn Hill, Sean Paul and the
Inner Circle band.
�

Karessah

Rihanna

A scene from Caribbean Girl NYC.



In recognition of
February as
National Black
HIV/AIDS
Awareness
Month, AIDS
Healthcare
Foundation
(AHF) partnered
with the Center
for Civil and
Human Rights
(CCHR) to
unveil “Atlanta’s
HIV+ Population Now” art
sculpture in Atlanta, Georgia.

“Atlanta’s HIV+
Population Now” is an eight-
foot arts installation, designed
by local Atlanta artist
Matthew Terrell. It shows 

the ever-grow-
ing problem
of new HIV
diagnoses in
the Atlanta
metro area.
The piece
takes the form
of a pyramidal
sign, simple
text, and
interchange-
able marquee-
style digits.

It will be on display in the
lower external courtyard area
of CCHR through June 27,
“National HIV/AIDS Testing
Day”. 
�

BOB LaMENDOLA

Don’t be surprised at your next
annual checkup if your doctor
says he or she is giving you an
HIV test.

That is what the Florida
Department of Health in
Broward County hopes every
doctor will do.

Department of Health-
Broward and the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention are asking medical
providers to include HIV test-
ing as a routine part of all
patients’ blood tests, just like
blood sugar, cholesterol and
triglycerides.

Routine HIV testing means
more people living with HIV
will be diagnosed early, can
begin treatment quickly, will be
healthier and will be less likely
to spread the virus. Also, rou-
tine testing will help eliminate
any stigma on HIV tests.

“Routine testing means

that everyone would be
offered HIV testing as part of
our regular checkups. No one
should feel stigmatized,” said
Dr. Paula Thaqi, director of
DOH-Broward. “We encour-
age everyone to ask their doc-
tor for an HIV test.”

RECOMMENDATION
The CDC recommends

routine testing for all people
ages 13 to 65, and others if
they engaged in unprotected
sex. The CDC began recom-
mending routine testing for
some people in 1987 and for
everyone starting in 2006.

The CDC and DOH-
Broward would like to see rou-
tine testing performed by
physicians, hospitals (including
emergency rooms), clinics and
other medical providers.

The way it works is the
doctor mentions the HIV test
when telling patients what will
be covered in their blood
work. The test will be done
unless the patient specifically
declines it – a practice known
as opt-out testing.

Not every medical
provider participates in rou-
tine testing. In recent years,

DOH-Broward has been edu-
cating and encouraging
providers and institutions to
implement routine testing.

A big argument in favor of
routine testing is that HIV is
spread mainly by people who
do not know they contracted it.
If they are diagnosed and take
medication as directed, the
amount of virus in their blood
falls to nearly zero – and their
chance of transmitting HIV
drops by 95 percent.

Preventing the spread of
the virus is crucial in South
Florida, which has the nation’s
highest rate of new HIV cases
per capita.

“Knowing your HIV status
and getting treatment is one of
the best ways we know to pre-
vent HIV and keep our com-
munity healthy,” Dr. Thaqi
said. “Everyone can do their
part by including an HIV test
in their routine health care.”

For more information, call
954-467-4700, Ext. 4991.

Bob LaMendola is with the
Florida Department of Health
in Broward County.
�

Arts support AIDS awareness

HAVANA, Cuba – A thera-
peutic vaccine aimed at
reducing the viral load of
patients with Human
Immunodeficiency Virus
(HIV), is currently in phase
one of a clinical trial, where
its safety is studied.

According to Yayri
Caridad Prieto Correa, a
researcher from the Center for
Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology (CIGB) here,
the nine patients involved in
the trial did not show any
adverse effects or toxicity,
which is the main objective of
the phase.

After pre-clinical studies
in laboratory animals and tests
in the small group of humans,
it was shown that the immune
response of the organism is
enhanced thanks to the use of
the vaccine, although Prieto
Correa insisted on not creating
false expectations. She told the
Cuban News Agency that it is
a multi-year project, and will
take time.

She emphasized that the
country’s scientific institutions,
and in particular the CIGB,
should keep the search for vac-
cine candidates against HIV
among its research priorities,
although prevention is still the
main method of avoiding con-
tagion.

GOAL
She added that the goal is

to replace the current tripartite
therapy, combining several

methods that prevent the
development of HIV, highly
effective because the retroviral
inhibitors block the spread of
the virus, but can cause collat-
eral damage and force in some
cases the suspension of the
treatment for a time.

The proposal presented 
by Prieto Correa and a team 
of researchers at the first
Congress BioProcess 2017
shows signs of efficacy.
However, she noted that it
does not cure the disease.

Its administration is car-
ried out simultaneously
through the mucosal route,
with the use of spray and intra-
muscular vaccination, and it
has been preliminarily verified
that it diminishes the viral load
in the CD8 cells.

According to the Cuban
Ministry of Public Health, 31
years after the first case diag-
nosed in the country with HIV,
transmission by blood and its
derivatives and mother-to-child
transmission were eliminated.

- Edited from CMC.
�

Cuba begins clinical trial
of HIV vaccine’s safety 

Who needs an HIV test? Everyone
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Successful testing, but no cure yet.



MINNA LaFORTUNE

One of the many joys of living
in the Caribbean is the oppor-
tunity to make your own jams,
jellies and marmalade from
the abundant fresh fruits avail-
able for harvest, such as guava,
jimbalyn, June plums, pineap-
ple, grapefruit and
oranges.

It was always a
special pleasure to
make them in large
batches and bottle and
share them with family
and friends. Two of my
favorites  are guava
jam and  citrus mar-
malade. I love to make
them because of their
taste. The taste of
guava is complex, yet
delicious, and the same is true
for citrus marmalade.

I love citrus marmalade
on buttered whole wheat toast
paired with a cup of coffee. So
here’s my recipe.

Ingredients
• 3 medium oranges (finely
sliced)
• 1 large lemons (thinly sliced)
• 2 tangerines (finely sliced)
• 1 pound white sugar

• 1 gallon water

Method
Put all the fruits to soak

overnight.
Add sugar and put to boil.

Lower the heat and allow to
simmer until the fruit skins are
tender.

Allow sugar to become a
thin to medium thick syrup.
Allow to cool to room temper-
ature.
Bottle in a sterilized bottle and
refrigerate.

Serve with toast!

- Edited from News Americas.
Minna LaFortune is a trained
Caribbean caterer.
�

Unfortunately, not all compa-
nies are upfront about where
their products come from and
how they were produced - and
this is particularly troubling
where seafood is concerned.

A new report by
Greenpeace, titled “Sea of
Distress”, could serve as a
helpful guide in pointing
seafood lovers to those food-
service companies that are
acting responsibly.

Greenpeace, which is call-
ing for reform, says that food-
service companies should be
able to ensure the seafood
they sell is fully traceable
from sea or farm to plate, and
does not involve destructive
fishing and farming methods
or labor violations.
Unfortunately, the industry
too often incentivizes bad
behaviors, the organization
says, by offering discount pro-
grams for bulk purchasing of
seafood, without regard for
environmental or social
impacts.

There is good news,
though. Three major foodser-
vice companies, Sodexo USA,
Compass Group USA and
Aramark, passed
Greenpeace’s assessment due
to their transparency, sustain-
able sourcing requirements
and advocacy efforts.

Unfortunately, several of

the largest food distributors
failed the assessment. This is
particularly concerning
because these companies buy
and sell billions of dollars of
seafood that is consumed.

IMPROVEMENT
“Carting Away the

Oceans”, a separate assess-
ment by Greenpeace of the
nation’s largest supermarkets,
has shown vast improvement
over the past eight years, with
the majority of grocery stores
across the country now receiv-
ing passing scores.

“The foodservice industry,
which accounts for nearly half
of all food-dollar spending
outside the home every day,

must follow the lead of several
grocery retailers and work to
provide sustainable, ethical
seafood,” says David Pinsky,
Greenpeace oceans campaign-
er.

To access the full report
and learn more about ethical
seafood, visit Greenpeace.org.

When dining outside your
home, you may give the food
on your plate less considera-
tion than you do at home. But
these meals count, too. As a
consumer, you can make a
considerable impact by choos-
ing companies that are doing
the right thing.

- Edited from StatePoint.
�

Sweet, tangy citrus
marmalade...yum

Is your seafood dinner bad for the environment?
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Helping you 
is what we 
love to do.

At your Publix, there’s always someone nearby to answer your questions.
Or walk you to an item on your list. You chose us, so we choose 

to go above and beyond for you, every time you’re here.
See how we serve you at publix.com/service.

- Photograph (c) kristinav85 - Fotolia.com
Seafood, like shrimp, should be traceable from sea/farm to plate.

Citrus marmalade



The Jamaican Women of
Florida (JWOF) will host its
annual “Women’s
Empowerment Conference
and Scholarship Luncheon”
next month in Miami.

The event is scheduled for
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 8 at
Jungle Island, 1111 Parrot
Jungle Trail.

JWOF is also accepting
applications for its “Powerful
Women … Next Generation”
scholarship, which is awarded
to first or second generation
Jamaican American female
high school students attending
college in the fall of 2017. The
scholarship is valued at $1,000
yearly for four years.

Scholarship applicants
must be a resident of South

Florida with a high school
graduating grade point aver-
age of 3.5, which must be
maintained throughout the
tenure of the scholarship.
Candidates will be required to
demonstrate commitment as a
volunteer in community proj-
ects by performing a minimum
of 40 hours per semester.

The scholarship applica-
tion deadline is Mar. 16. The
scholarship will be awarded at
the luncheon.

For more information on
luncheon and/or scholarship,
visit www.jamaicawomenof-
florida.com, e-mail
Jwoflorida@gmail.com or call
561-320-1391.
�

A community
forum, to
address recent
changes in
United States
immigration
policies, will
be held this
month in
South Florida.

The dis-
cussion, to be led by attorneys
Dahlia Walker-Huntington,
Wayne Golding, Adriana
Kostencki, Berger Singerman
and Oliver Langstadt, is
scheduled for 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Mar. 16 at the Urban League
of Palm Beach County, 1700
N. Australian Ave., West Palm
Beach.

The forum
is being hosted
by the
Caribbean Bar
Association
(CBA) and F.
Malcolm
Cunningham,
Sr. Bar
Association,
and co-spon-
sored by the Venezuelan
American National Bar
Association and the Haitian
Lawyers Association.

It will address changes in
immigration policy by the
administration of recently
elected U.S. President Donald
Trump and provide advice to
the public. The aim is to help

dispel misinformation that has
reportedly struck fear in the
heart of South Florida’s immi-
grant community.

According to a recent
press release issued by the
CBA and the Cunningham
Bar, it is important to arm the
immigrant community with
accurate information about
the changes in immigration
policy and knowledge of their
rights within the context of
the new immigration policies
and laws.

The event is free and
open to the public. To make a
reservation, visit caribbean-
barassociation@gmail.com.
�

JWOF confab, scholarship
luncheon set for April 8

South Florida community forum to address
Trump’s U.S. immigration policy changes

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
World Bank has appointed
Tahseen Sayed Khan as the
new country director for
Caribbean countries.

She will be responsible for
maintaining a solid partner-
ship with the countries to
address their development and
financial challenges.

“It is an honor for me to
be working in the Caribbean,”
Khan said. “I look forward to
deepening our engagement
with governments, develop-
ment partners, civil society,

and the pri-
vate sector, to
boost inclusive
growth and
reduce pover-
ty in the
Caribbean.”

Khan, a
Pakistani
national, was
previously
country manager for Albania
in the Europe and Central
Asia region. She joined the
World Bank in 1997 as a social
sector specialist in South Asia

and has since held various
positions, including as lead
education specialist, opera-
tions adviser and country man-
ager for Nepal.

She holds a master’s
degree in law and diplomacy,
specializing in development
studies, from Tufts University
Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy in the United
States.

- Edited from CMC.
�

World Bank appoints new Caribbean director

FANM gala Mar. 11
FANM, the South Florida-
based support organization
which assists low income fami-
lies, will hold its annual gala at
6 p.m. Mar. 11.

The theme of the event, to
be held at the Miami Marriott
Biscayne Bay Hotel, 1633 N.
Bayshore Dr., Miami, is
“Building Strong
Communities: One Family at a
Time”.

For more information, call
305-756-8050.

‘True Blue Weekend’
Alumni of two top

Jamaican high schools will
host a weekend of sports and
entertainment this month in
South Florida.

The St. George’s College
Old Boys Association of
Florida, Inc. and The Jamaica
College Old Boys Association
of Florida, Inc. will stage the
13th annual “True Blue
Weekend” Mar. 24-26.

The event will continue to
honor the legacy of Dennis
Ziadie, who coached both St.
George’s College and Jamaica
College to win one of the
major Jamaica high school
soccer competitions, with the
Ziadie Cup. Events of the
True Blue Weekend include:

Mar. 24, 8 p.m. - The True
Blue Kick-Off Party at Grand
Cafe Restaurant and Lounge,
12389 Pembroke Rd.,
Pembroke Pines.

Mar. 25, 11 a.m. - True

Blue Soccer Fest at Vizcaya
Park, 14200 S.W. 55th St.,
Miramar.

Mar. 26, 11 a.m. - True
Blue Brunch at Roun a
Goosey, 11635 Red Rd.,
Miramar.

For more information,
visit http://www.trueblueweek-
end.com.

‘Woman of Distinction’
Bahamas Deputy Consul

General Sandra Carey will be
among those recognized as
“2017 Women of Distinction”
this month at a ceremony to
be held in South Florida.

- Compiled from various
sources.
�
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MASTER BLENDER
- Photograph by Derrick Scott

The Embassy of Jamaica last month paid trib-
ute to Appleton Estate’s Joy Spence, center, at
the start of her international tour to celebrate
20 years as master blender of some of the
finest rums in the world. Spence, who works
with Jamaica-based Appleton Estates, is cred-
ited with creating several new rum blends.
Jamaica’s Ambassador to the United States
Audrey Marks, left, lauded Spence for pioneer-
ing work during a presentation held in
Washington D.C. Sharing in the occasion is
Catherine McDonald, J. Wray and Nephew’s
global brand public relations manager.

- Edited from JIS.

Khan

Walker-Huntington Golding
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MISCELLANEOUS

Comcast Hi-Speed Internet -$29.99/mo (for 12
mos.) No term agreement. Fast Downloads!
PLUS Ask About TV (140 Channels) Internet

Bundle for $79.99/mo (for 12 mos.)
CALL 1-866-204-0475

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo. Internet (where

avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 800-438-8168

Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone. It's
fun and easy. For more information, call:

1-800-578-9366

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to 15

mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for Limited
Time Price 1-800-958-6917

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends
help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you

can’t reach a phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 800-370-4824!

NEW AT&T INTERNET OFFER. $20 and
$30/mo plans available when you bundle. 99%

Reliable 100% Affordable. HURRY, OFFER

ENDS SOON. New Customers Only. CALL
NOW 1-888-274-1454

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order the
best exclusive cable and satellite deals in your

area! If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa Gift
Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800-736-9957

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet & Voice for
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No con-

tract or commitment. We buy your existing con-
tract up to $500! 1-800-348-7941

SUPPORT our service members, veterans and
their families in their time of need. For more

information, visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless. Over
145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie Networks

for Three Months, No Cost! 
Call 1- 800-769-1035

Are you in pain after hernia repair surgery? You
may qualify for significant compensation. CALL

NOW800-993-0740 UNITEDLAW

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat.
Meet Singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it

FREE. Call NOW: 855-334-7726

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest sen-
ior living referral service. Contact our trusted,
local experts today! Our service is FREE/no

obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

FINANCIAL

Have 10K in Debt? National Debt Relief is
rated A-Plus with the BBB. You could be debt

free in 24-48 months. Call 1-866-465-4307 now
for a free debt evaluation.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan

Modification? Is the bank threatening
foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's Relief Line

now for Help. 866-796-3984

Sell your structured settlement or annuity pay-
ments for CASH NOW. You don't have to wait

for your future payments any longer!
Call 1-800-994-5789

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work? Denied benefits? We Can

Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon
& Associates at 1-800-860-6175 to start your

application today!

HEALTH & MEDICAL

ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop smoking with
TBX-FREE! Clinically proven. More effective

than patch or gum! Fast acting? No Side
Effects. 88% success rate! Just $1.67 per day

with 1 month supply. 
CALL 1-800-317-0953

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost to

you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline
Now! 1- 800-752-2108

MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile Medical
Alert System. Whether You're Home or Away.
For Safety and Peace of Mind. No Long Term

Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today!
1-844-673-3069

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and

International pharmacy, compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 

CALL 1-800-749-6515 Promo
Code CDC201625

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All

Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-800-902-7815

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the humane
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society. 

Call 1- 800-831-6309

SPANISH SECTION

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion para
ordenar medicamentos seguros y economicos.

Nuestros servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te proveeran con
ahorros de hasta el 75 en todas las medicinas
que necesites. Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368
y obten $10 de descuento con tu primer orden

ademas de envio gratuito.

AUTOMOBILES

CLASSIC 1989 Porsche 911 - Go to:
www.116Adalia.com/porsche for photos and
information. EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on training for
career opportunities in aviation, manufacturing
and more. Financial aid for qualified students.

Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM 866-314-5838

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport! NO EXPERIENCE

NEEDED! New drivers can earn $900+ per
week! PAID LOCAL CDL TRAINING!
1-888-743-1573 drive4stevens.com

Medical Billing and Coding. Career Training at
Sullivan and Cogliano Training Centers.

Call 1-888-535-9909 or click learn.sctrain.edu.
Financial Aid Available to those who qualify.

SCtrain.edu/disclosures

FOR SALE

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy Harris
Bed Bug Killers/KIT Complete Treatment

Program. Available: Participating Hardware
Stores and Lowe's Home Centers

HEALTH & MEDICAL

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get Stronger &
Harder Immediately. Gain 1-3 Inches

Permanently & Safely. Guaranteed Results,
FDA Licensed. Free Phone Consultation:
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan.com

HELP WANTED

$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn Extra income
assembling CD cases from Home. 

CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS NOW! 

1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com

REAL ESTATE

EAST TN ONLINE ONLY Absolute Auction.
Prime Commercial & Residential. Pigeon Forge

& Area. Ending Mar 21st 2 PM EST.
McCarterAuction.com 1-877-282-8467 Auction

Lic#335

DIVORCE $50 TO $240*.
Covers children, etc. Only one signa-
ture required! *Excludes govt fees.

Call 1-888-498-7075. Extn 200 Baycor
& Associates, Established 1973. 

PRIVATE ADOPTION
Living/Medical Expenses Paid.

Select & Meet a Loving Family to
Care for Your Child. Call

24/7 Attorney Charlotte Danciu. 
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surro-

gacy.com FL Bar #307084

EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION 
AVIATION CAREERS – Hands on

training for career opportunities in
aviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.

Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM 866-314-5838

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous

Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 1-

800-395-5449 www.adoption-surro-
gacy.com FL Bar #307084 

VIAGRA #1
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52

Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,
Discreet Shipping. Save Now. Call

Today. 1-800-224-0792 

I BUY RV’S
$$$$ If You Would Like A WHOLE-
SALE Cash Offer On Your 2005 Or

Newer Motorhome 
Call 817-899-6090

Alquiler De Utero $25,000.00 y más
par Manutencion Ayudanos, No
Podemos Tener Hijos. Llamaa

Nuestra Abogada. 561-674-6857 Fl.
Bar #307084 

VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52
Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,

Discreet Shipping. Save Now.Call
Today. 1-800-224-0792 

C L A S S I F I E D A D S



On the heels of hefty spend-
ing, the New Year is the best
time to take stock of personal
finance habits and make bene-
ficial changes for the year
ahead.

Here are some useful tips
and tricks to spend and save
wisely in 2017:

Think long-term - Don’t
neglect the future. It’s never
too early to save for retire-
ment. The sooner you start,
the better off you will be.

Invest through a compa-
ny-sponsored plan if possible.
If not, look into IRAs that can
help you grow your wealth
exponentially.

Create categorized funds -
Consider the 52-week savings
challenge. Sticking to this plan
results in a tidy sum saved at
the end of the year, as well as
any interest you’ve earned.

Creating a savings account
for a specific purpose is a
perennially sound savings
strategy. Look for banks that
are fee friendly, which allows
you to open an Online Savings
or Money Market account
with no minimum and no
monthly maintenance fee.

You can deposit money
easily through e-check deposit,
direct deposit and you’ll earn
interest compounded daily on
your savings. In addition, put-
ting this money in a separate
account allows you to track
your spending against the
account balance.

Use shopping apps - It is

incredibly easy to save money
with a little online research.
With a few minutes effort,
you’ll find discount codes, loy-
alty programs or cash back
websites that track your pur-
chases and reward you for the
extra step of navigating
through their shopping portal
instead of going straight to the
big name retailers’ websites.

Reap rewards - While no
personal finance expert would
advocate running up credit
card bills one can’t afford,
savvy consumers know how to
take advantage of credit card
reward programs for hotel
points, airline miles or just
straight cash in their pockets.

“Use credit cards that
reward you for the things you
buy the most,” says Diane
Morais, chief executive officer
and president of Ally Bank,
the direct banking subsidiary
of Ally Financial Inc.

There are often offers for
opening a new credit card with
a minimum spend. If you don’t
want to open a new account,
check your current credit cards
for promotions or cash back
offers, which can add up
quickly on everyday purchas-
es.

With a little homework,
savvy consumers can make
2017 the year they spend
strategically and save more.

- Edited from StatePoint.
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Half of new United States
companies fail in their first
five years, according to
Gallup. Expand the timeframe
out to 10 years and the failure
rate reaches 70 percent. 

That’s not surprising, says
Randy H. Nelson, an entrepre-
neur who has built companies.
The skills it takes to start a
business aren’t necessarily the
same as those it takes to keep
that business afloat.

“Many entrepreneurs
have the gumption to take that
dramatic first step of sparking
something into creation, but
too many lack the perspective
to reflect on what’s needed for
the next step,” says Nelson,
author of “The Second
Decision – The Qualified
Entrepreneur”. He says entre-
preneurs often make five mis-
takes that threaten to put their
businesses at risk.

• Insistence on autonomy
- An Inc. magazine study once
said that a trait most entrepre-
neurs share is their desire for
autonomy, which is great start-
ing out, Nelson says. But after
the startup phase, the compa-
ny steams into the growth

phase, becoming more com-
plex and more vulnerable to
industry and economic trends.
At that point, an entrepre-
neur’s insistence on autonomy
can hinder the company’s abil-
ity to respond quickly and
intelligently to challenges it
faces.

“In the growth phase, you
simply can’t do it all, and it’s
foolish to keep believing you
can,” Nelson says.

• Unwillingness to build
structure, cultivate expertise
or delegate - Many entrepre-
neurs will need to surround
themselves with a strong exec-
utive team – or at least a
steady right-hand individual –
to ensure the company’s suc-
cess, Nelson says. But too
many business owners fail to
create the kind of structure
that produces good leadership
decisions within a managerial
team.

The entrepreneur needs to
know the employees and
where their strengths lie to put
them to good use, he says.

• Lack of financial leader-
ship - Entrepreneurs by defini-
tion take risk when they make

the decision to start their own
business. In the area of finan-
cial leadership, which includes
tracking cash levels and
trends, financial covenants,
metrics and expenses, entre-
preneurs who are not finan-
cially literate and active will
need the direct support of a
financial expert to ensure they
receive the advice and input
needed in their organization.

The Small Business
Administration has estimated

that up to 60 percent of busi-
nesses owe their demise to a
lack of cash. Other sources
have this number as high as 90
percent.

• Reacting unwisely to
boredom - Starting a business
proved exhilarating. The day-
to-day operation of it may pale
in comparison. A bored entre-
preneur can create significant
troubles for the business,
Nelson says.

“Things are going to get

up-ended in a hurry, because
many bored entrepreneurs
either start new companies or
abruptly make changes in their
current companies to keep
their own level of excitement
high,” he says. 

“Of course, entrepreneurs
are to be celebrated for their
guts and desire to innovate.
But when a serial entrepre-
neur habitually and almost
obsessively looks for new
sandboxes to play in, what
happens to the existing com-
pany or companies often isn’t
very good.”

• Failure to engage in self-
examination -Entrepreneurs
need to be aware of their own
strengths and weaknesses, the
same things they gauge in their
employees. 

“You need to set aside
your probably abundant self-
confidence and take stock of
what you know, what you’re
good at, and what skills you
still need to master in your
leadership role,” Nelson says.

- Edited from News and
Experts.
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GORDON WILLIAMS

CHATTANOOGA,
Tennessee/HOUSTON, Texas
– Jamaica’s senior men’s soccer
team scored contrasting results
in two friendly international
games played last month in the
United States.

Jamaica lost 1-0 to the
U.S. on Feb. 3 in Chattanooga,
but reversed that misfortune
on Feb. 16 by beating
Honduras 1-0 in Houston.

Despite fielding a largely
young, inexperienced team for
both games - made up primari-
ly of Jamaica-based talent and
professionals from North
America – the Reggae Boyz
looked for encouraging signs
going into the two games. They
had failed to qualify for the
2018 World Cup, but have
reached the semi-final round
of Caribbean Cup and will play
in this summer’s Gold Cup, a
U.S.-hosted tournament for
teams in the Caribbean, North
and Central America (CON-
CACAF). Jamaica believes it
accomplished that target.

“The performance was
credible,” said Vin Blaine,
Jamaica’s director of soccer
after the Honduras game.
“The two games were very
good. Two different styles of
the teams and the team per-
formed creditably.”

Jamaica’s captain
JeVaughn Watson called the
experience invaluable.

“We learned a lot from
both games,” Watson said.
“We played against two good

teams; two powerhouse teams
in CONCACAF and I think
we gave a good account of our-
selves.”

NO SURPRISE
Jamaica’s showing didn’t

surprise their opponents. Prior
to the first game at Finley
Stadium, U.S. national coach
Bruce Arena heaped praise on
the Caribbean nation.

“I’ve always thought
they’ve had good teams,” said
Arena. “They certainly have a
talented group of players … I
have greatest respect (for
Jamaica).”

The U.S., Honduras and
Jamaica were all missing key
players due to club commit-
ments. In addition, many play-
ers present were still in presea-
son condition. Bitter cold tem-
peratures in Chattanooga did-
n’t make it comfortable for
players either. The Americans
dominated that game and a
59th minute goal by Jordan
Morris secured the win.

Jamaica played better in
warmer Texas and a 71st
minute goal by Damion Lowe
ensured victory. It also pro-
duced satisfaction.

“We can build and move
forward,” said Watson.

The U.S. is gearing up for
final round of CONCACAF
World Cup qualifiers. The six-
team tournament, which also
includes Trinidad and Tobago,
resumes this month. T&T
plays Panama on Mar. 24 and
Mexico on Mar. 28.

�

CHATTANOOGA,
Tennessee – Nearly two
decades ago, a United States
national coach called
Jamaica’s Onandi Lowe the
only soccer player in the
Caribbean, North and Central
America (CONCACAF) he
had little clue how to stop.

Lowe, a huge man with
deceptive speed and ball
skills, played mostly striker.
But he could beat opponents
in many ways, the coach
declared after witnessing
“Nana” blast a long range free
kick into the
U.S. goal.

Today,
another Lowe
is wearing
Jamaica’s col-
ors - Onandi’s
son Damion.
The physical
resemblance
is striking.
The son even
answers to dad’s nickname. 

But comparisons mostly
stop there. While Lowe Sr.
was a key in Jamaica’s run to
World Cup 1998 and widely
acknowledged as one of the
most gifted players in the
Caribbean, his son is still try-
ing to frame his own legacy.

Damion starred at a U.S.
college and was selected
eighth in the first round of the
2014 Major League Soccer
(MLS) SuperDraft by Seattle
Sounders F.C. Yet at 23 he
grapples with disappointment
after suffering a hip injury and

missing almost his entire rook-
ie season. First he was loaned
to Seattle F.C. 2 in 2015 and
later Minnesota United F.C.
Both clubs played in a league
below MLS, North America’s
top competition. 

NEW START
This season Lowe secured

a contract with Florida’s
Tampa Bay Rowdies, another
second tier club. Although
he’s convinced his talent
deserves a higher level, reality
has taken hold.

“I think I’m doing well
enough to be
in a MLS
team,” he
explained
prior to facing
the U.S. in an
international
friendly here.
“I’m not right
now. So, I just
have to go out
there with Tampa and do my
best ... That’s where I am.”

It’s not where the 6’ 3”
defender expected to be when
Seattle invested heavily in
him. Lowe never made a first
team appearance for the club,
which won MLS Cup in 2016
as the injury stalled his
progress. When he returned to
fitness, the decision to play
was out of his hands.

“I did enough in some
instances, at some point in
time in my time at Seattle in
order to get into the (starting)
11 or get into the (match day
squad of) 18,” he said. “But
it’s the reality of (soccer)
again. Sometimes you just
don’t get what you want.”

NO GRUDGE
Lowe said he holds no

grudge against Seattle, where
he was projected as a starter
before the injury. He’s happy
with his 2016 stint at
Minnesota, where he played
27 games and scored two
goals.

“I had a really good sea-
son,” said Lowe.

Jamaica agreed, selecting
him for Caribbean Cup quali-
fiers last year. A rash tackle
and ejection left some
observers comparing Lowe’s
temperament to his dad’s. But
he senses the opportunity to
kick his higher-level ambitions
into gear.

“It means a lot (playing
for the national team),
because you never know
who’s watching,” said Lowe,
who on Feb. 16 scored in
Jamaica’s 1-0 win over
Honduras in a friendly inter-
national in Texas. “One game
can change your whole life,
can change your whole foot-
ball career … Because nothing
is guaranteed.”

Lowe listens when dad
speaks - criticism or encour-
agement – but the final reac-
tion remains his.

“I try to be independent,
not cocky, but just try to fig-
ure things out on my own,” he
explained. “Because at the
end of the day it’s my career
and I have to set my own path
and stuff. But he (dad) is
there guiding me.”

- G. Williams

�

one who can attack as well.
Although he failed to register
a goal or assist last season, he
knows he can make an impact
immediately.

“I’m very confident that I
will break through into the
team … that I will stake my
claim,” said Holness. “I will do
what’s best for me and what’s
best for Real Salt Lake.”

He said the RSL staff,
which includes former Jamaica
internationals Tyrone Marshall
and Andy Williams, believes

in him.
“Their confidence within

me is high,” Holness
explained. “I can see that.
They trust me and they trust
me as a player – on the field
and off the field. So it’s just
time. Time will tell.”

He’s backing himself as
well. Holness hasn’t
announced any outlandish
2017 targets, like number of
games played, goals and
assists, but he said not doing
better than last year’s output
would be a “disappointment.”

“I want to improve every-
day,” he said. 

Holness has put last year’s
setback behind him. In front is
a new season, with RSL and
national team opportunities
awaiting.

He refuses to ponder the
reasons for the seizure and set-
back, which could have ended
his career and life before both
really got underway.

“God makes these things
happen,” said Holness. “It’s
just to recover from it.”

�

Jamaica loses, wins soccer
friendly matches in U.S.

Son of ex-Caribbean soccer star determined to rise

Jamaican aims to kick start pro career after on-field tragedy 
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CARIBBEAN CHAMPION
Jamaican-born Patrick Chung,
left, breaks up a pass during last
month’s Super Bowl. His team
New England Patriots beat the
Atlanta Falcons to win the
National Football League champi-
onship. For Chung, the son of reg-
gae singer Sophia George and
music producer Ronald Chung, it
was his second time as champion
with the Patriots.  He attended
Rancho Cucamonga High School
in California and the University 
of Oregon.

SPORT BRIEFS
Florida netball classic
Multiple schools from the Caribbean
are expected to participate in the Jr.
Florida Netball Classic Mar. 31 to April
1 at Joseph Carter Park in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

West Indies face England, Pakistan
The West Indies cricket team will play
a series of limited overs matches
against England and Pakistan in the
Caribbean this month and next. The
schedule is as follows: W.I. v. England
– Mar 3 and 5 in Antigua and Mar 9
in Barbados; W.I. v. Pakistan – Mar.

31 and April 2 in Trinidad and April 7,
9 and 11 in Guyana.

Caribbean fails in U-20 soccer bid
All five Caribbean nations, which
played in qualifiers last month, failed
to advance to soccer’s Under-20
World Cup. Antigua and Barbuda,
Bermuda, Haiti, St. Kitts and Nevis,
and Trinidad and Tobago were elimi-
nated from the CONCACAF group
stage in Costa Rica.

- Compiled from various sources.
�

(Continued from page 8)

Damion Lowe Onandi Lowe



WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
Airports Authority of Jamaica
(AAJ) has agreed to a co-opera-
tion agreement with Hartsfield-
Jackson International Airport in
Atlanta, Georgia. 

According to Alrene
Richards Barr, director of 
international business at
Hartsfield–Jackson, the purpose
of signing the memorandum of
understanding is to establish a
Sister Airport Co-operation
Agreement to promote and
share industry best practices,
ideas and information.

Focus will be placed on
growing cargo and passenger
industries, airport planning and
development, and sharing mar-

ket research.

PROMOTE
Through the agreement,

both airports are expected to
work together to promote air
traffic and other aeronautical
and non-aeronautical commer-
cial and marketing processes
and activities.

These goals will hopefully
be realized through the forma-
tion of technical working groups
and facilitating exchange educa-
tional visits. 

Atlanta has been a sister
city to Montego Bay, Jamaica
for just under 40 years.

- Edited from JIS.
�

NASSAU, The Bahamas – The
Bahamas says it is “regret-
table” that Norwegian Cruise
Lines (NCL) has decided to
drop Grand Bahama from its
schedule four-day voyage to
the country.

NCL said that the
Norwegian Sky will begin calls
to Havana, Cuba this year.

“The timing for the Sky to
drop Freeport, Grand Bahama,
an island that is still recovering
from the effects of Hurricane
Matthew, which struck the
island in October 2016, is
regrettable. We look forward to
Norwegian returning to that
island in 2018,” Bahamas
Tourism noted in a statement
released last month.

The statement noted that
NCL received approval for a
one day per week sailing into
Cuba, and that date coincides
with their Freeport stop, which
resulted in them dropping
Freeport, Grand Bahama from
its four-day schedule.

“Norwegian Cruise Lines
have been sailing in The
Bahamas for 50 years and all of
its vessels are registered under
the Bahamian flag. This not
only proves confidence in our
destination, but it is also a tes-
tament to our stability in the
region,” Bahamas Tourism
added.

INCREASE
It said that figures from

2016 show that cruise visits
were up by 5.8 percent in 2016
over 2015.

“A total of 4,219,218 visi-
tors cruised to The Bahamas
through to November last year,
compared to 4,066,530 for the
same period in 2015. As a
result, thousands of jobs and
millions of dollars have been
injected into The Bahamian
economy as a result of the
cruise industry.

“Moreover, many cruise
lines who committed to move
their itinerary to Asia have

moved back to the region,
where The Bahamas owns the
market share. This is further
evident in the investments by
all major cruise lines including
Norwegian, Royal Caribbean,
Disney, MSC and Carnival
Cruise Line.”

But the main Opposition
Free National Movement
(FNM) said that the decision
by NCL to withdraw from
Grand Bahama underscores
the downward spiral of the
local economy.

“There are constant
reminders every week of more
hotels and resorts closing, more
workers being laid off, and now
we have cruise lines leaving our
beautiful waters for other
countries,” said FNM Deputy
Leader K. Peter Turnquest.

“This change in destina-
tions will mean that The
Bahamas will lose out on 25
cruises, which make stops in
both Nassau and Freeport, in
the second half of 2017. This
will have major negative
impact on our tourism indus-
try.”

- Edited from CMC.
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Jamaica, Atlanta airport
sign co-operation pact

Port Everglades gets shipment 
in new ocean-to-air program 

Norwegian Sky pulls out of Grand Bahama, sails to Cuba 
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A shipment of snow peas 
from Guatemala were flown
from Broward County to
Amsterdam last month as part
of Florida’s first ocean-to-air
transshipment program
designed to save perishable
cargo shippers time and money.

Port Everglades was the
port of entry for the first ship-
ment of perishable cargo par-
ticipating in the new program,
which was developed in part-
nership with Crowley
Maritime Corp’s Miami-based
subsidiary Customized
Brokers and Miami
International Airport
(MIA). The program allows
Central American produce to
reach European markets faster
by expediting turn times, and
expanding customers’ distribu-
tion.

“Crowley has been a
leader in serving the ocean
and inland needs of our
Central America produce
growers for over 50 years, and
this program achieves the lat-
est in a long line of service
enhancements designed to
help our customers serve new
markets more efficiently,”

Steve Collar, senior vice presi-
dent and general manager for
Crowley’s international liner
services, was quoted as saying
in a recent press release.

“The liner services our
customers know and trust can
now be combined with an air
option to give them a global
presence.”

APPROVAL
Customized Brokers and

MIA recently received
approval from the United
States Department of
Agriculture and U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP)
to coordinate ocean shipments
of produce from Latin
America to Port Everglades,
and then on to cargo planes at
MIA for a flight to their final
destination in Europe and
Asia. CBP granted approval
for expedited processing of the
ocean-to-air shipments in addi-
tion to the waving of Customs
duties. 

The 10 tons of peas were
packaged to transfer from an
ocean container to air cargo
containers. After the ocean
(Continued on page 19)



MIAMI, Florida – Last
year was a big one for
PortMiami.

Following another
record-breaking year for
cargo and cruise passen-
gers, $33 million in Florida
state grants have been allo-
cated to PortMiami by
over the next five years. 

The good run of for-
tune is being viewed as
another important step to
help the port better respond to
the next generation of cruise
and cargo business.

PortMiami had a 14 per-
cent increase in its container-
ized cargo in 2014-15, and
another two percent increase
in fiscal year 2015-2016 for a
total of 1.03 million TEUs,
which are the equivalent of a
standard 20-foot container.

Approximately 4.98 mil-
lion cruise passengers sailed
through PortMiami, a new
world record.

FUTURE
But even with these

accomplishments, the future
looks even brighter.

The positive performance
report comes as PortMiami
starts to receive the bigger
ships that are already transit-
ing via the expanded Panama
Canal.  Some $1.3 billion were
invested to dredge and widen
PortMiami’s shipping channel
to, complete a new port tunnel

to speed vehicular traffic,
acquire four Super-Post-
Panamax cranes and build an
on-port rail link. 

The port is now big ship
ready, according to those who
manage it, and they anticipate
continued growth as some of
the world’s largest ocean carri-
ers have formed alliances and
deployed bigger vessels for
their international shipping
routes. 

Additionally, cruise line
partners have also announced
their plans to expand business
at the port. 

Meanwhile, MSC Cruises
plans to homeport its MSC
Seaside in Miami beginning in
the winter of 2017.  Sir
Richard Branson’s Virgin
Voyages is also scheduled to
bring one of its three new
ships to PortMiami and start
offering seven-day vacations to
the Caribbean in 2020.

- Contributed.
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container was off-loaded at
Crowley’s terminal at Port
Everglades, it was trucked
south to MIA and transferred
into air cargo containers and
placed on a Centurion Cargo
flight bound for Amsterdam
on Feb. 2.

“This new program will
help to strengthen Port
Everglades’ position as the
leading perishables seaport in
Florida,” said Steven Cernak,
Port Everglades chief execu-

tive and port director, was
quoted as saying, “and will
give shippers more options. 

“This integrated ocean-to-
air cold chain solution will
offer customers the most effi-
cient way to speed perishables
to new markets,” added Frank
Larkin, Crowley’s senior vice
president and general manag-
er for logistics.

- Edited from submitted press
release.
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KINGSTOWN,
St. Vincent –
Prime Minister
Ralph Gonsalves
has informed St.
Vincent and
Grenadines
nationals that
Trinidadian
Derek Chin,
chair of
MovieTowne,
has expressed
interest in the
site of the
decommissioned
E.T Joshua
Airport.

However, Gonsalves
wants other investors on
board with the project as well.

“I’m hoping that as a con-
sequence of this conversation
(with Chin) that interested
local investors would come,”
Gonsalves told radio listeners
recently.

The government has
already announced plans to
build a new city at the airport
site and Gonsalves said he is
disappointed in the slow reac-
tion of the private sector here
to the initiative.

“You know, I find that too
many times that we put these
calls out and a number of
local investors they just hang
back,” the prime minister said.
“It’s like many of them hang
back when we are talking
about — local and even
regional — about buying

equipment for the ground
handling out at Argyle and
building the cargo terminal.
But we eventually went and
did all of those things …”

REPAYMENT
The government has said

money from land sales at the
old airport would to help
repay the EC$700 million
(one EC dollar = US$0.37
cents) cost of the new Argyle
International Airport (AIA)
that was opened on Feb. 14.

Gonsalves said Chin is in
the process of completing a
complex in Guyana “and I
understand he wants to go to
Grenada. He is talking there,
so he is, obviously, building
out a regional brand. And
apartment complexes, offices,
shops – you know what I
mean.

“But I need to have a
magnet, which grounds it,
and the big magnet, which
is grounding that is the
acute referral hospital.
Well, that is one big mag-
net, but you need to have
a couple of them. At least,
that is the concept.”

MOU
He said his government,
however, has a memoran-
dum of understanding
with Chin in relation to
consideration for an entire
complex, including a
plaza, MovieTowne, and a

boutique hotel.
“These are the concepts

which we are talking about,
but nothing has been agreed
upon because there are some
practical things,” Gonsalves
explained.

He said huge sums of
money will be spent on infra-
structure, including the con-
struction and installation of
roads, electricity, sewerage
systems, drains, telecommuni-
cations systems, and water, in
keeping (with) the master
plan.

Gonsalves said the MOU
that his government has
signed with Chin is “non-bind-
ing.

- Edited from CMC.
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PortMiami’s record year
nets $33M in state grants

JOHN’S, Antigua – Antigua
law enforcement officials said
that more than EC$1 million
(one EC dollar = US$0.37
cents) worth of marijuana was
found late last month at the
Deep Water harbor here.

The Office of National
Drug and Money Laundering
Control Policy said that the
drugs had been found in two
barrels and that, up to press
time, no one had been arrest-
ed as a result of the discovery.

The agency said the bar-

rels arrived here from the
United States to an address in
Antigua and that the discov-
ery was made during a joint
operation between the
ONDCP and Customs and
Port Authority officers.

The marijuana weighed
252 pounds. Officials said the
barrels also contained person-
al effects.

- Edited from CMC.
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Barrels containing marijuana
discovered at Antigua port

Port Everglades gets shipment...

P.M. invites investors to embrace project
changing former SVG airport into new city
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The E.T. Joshua Airport.

The port sees bright future.

(Continued from page 2)



PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad –
The United States is providing
Trinidad and Tobago with
assistance in combating
money laundering and terror-
ism financing, the U.S.
Embassy here announced last
month.

According to embassy,
John Murphy, an economic
crime advisor from U.S.
Treasury, was assisting the
T&T government as part of
Washington’s ongoing partner-
ship with the government
building capacity in the securi-
ty sector.

“This technical assistance is
based on an agreement signed
between the United States and
Trinidad and Tobago in August
2016,” the embassy noted. “The
U.S. Department of Treasury
Office of Technical Assistance
Economic Crimes Team, fund-
ed by the Department of State
Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law
Enforcement under the
Caribbean Basin Security
Initiative, provides capacity and
technical assistance in anti-
money laundering and counter
financing of terrorism in various
countries.”

The embassy said that

during Murphy’s stay, local
stakeholders established a
T&T Financial Crime
Working Group to implement
anti-money laundering and
counter financing of terrorism
procedures.

PROCEDURES
The embassy said Murphy, a
specialist in financial crimes,
began his work with U.S.
Treasury’s Office of Technical
Assistance in 2012, with proj-
ects in Africa, Central
America and the Caribbean.
Most recently, Murphy served
as the team lead in Ghana and
Jamaica.

Prior to his work over-
seas, Murphy was a subject
matter expert/advisor for the
U.S. Department of Justice,
Asset Forfeiture and Money
Laundering Section in
Washington, D.C. and served
21 years as a law enforcement
officer with the New York
City Police Department in
both the Organized Crime
Investigation Division and the
Joint Organized Crime Task
Force.

- Edited from CMC.
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SAN JUAN Puerto Rico –
Two days after four Guyanese
nationals were arrested,
United States Coast Guard
officials said that drugs esti-
mated $125 million had been
seized during a joint operation
involving Caribbean Coast
Guard officials in international
waters of Suriname.

The cocaine, weighing 4.2
tonnes, was offloaded at Coast
Guard Sector San Juan,
Puerto Rico and followed the
night time interception of a
fishing vessel in international
waters. Officials here said the
seizure was the biggest in the
Atlantic since 1999.

“The excellent coordina-
tion between the U.S. Coast
Guard, and international law
enforcement agencies prevent-
ed this major drug shipment
from reaching our communi-
ties,” said Capt. Robert W.
Warren, Coast Guard Sector
San Juan commander, in
announcing the operation.

“We appreciate our con-
tinued partnerships with the
Trinidad and Tobago Coast
Guard and St. Vincent Coast
Guard. Our collective efforts
are working to secure our
region’s maritime borders and

protect our citizens from this
threat.”

JOINT PATROL
The Coast Guard said that

the Feb. 18 exercise resulted in
the smugglers being taken off
a 70-foot fishing boat and fac-
ing prosecution by the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the
Virgin Islands. According to
the Coast Guard, the San
Juan-based Sentinel-class fast
response cutter Joseph
Napier detected the fishing
boat Lady Michelle north of
Paramaribo, Suriname in
international waters. The
Coast Guard boarding team
detained the four crewmen,
and found bales that tested
positive for cocaine.

A T&T Standard Patrol

class Coast Guard
cutter, based out of
Staubles Bay,
Trinidad, was on a
joint patrol with
the Napier and pro-
vided safety and
escort assistance at
the scene.
The Napier took the
Lady Michelle
under tow until
relieved by
the Vigilant, a medi-

um endurance cutter based
out of Port Canaveral, Florida.

The Vigilant towed the
fishing vessel to its port of reg-
istry, the island of St. Vincent,
and transferred custody to the
St. Vincent Coast Guard.

The operation was the lat-
est result of multi-agency and
international law enforcement
efforts led by the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration
(DEA) office on St. Croix,
and assisted by DEA
Barbados office, and the
Caribbean Corridor Strike
Force and the British National
Crime Agency (NCA).

- Edited from CMC.
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KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Former Finance Minister Dr.
Peter Phillips has emerged the
lone candidate to replace the
71-year-old former Prime
Minister Portia Simpson
Miller as president of the
main Opposition People’s
National Party (PNP) in
Jamaica.

The PNP, in a statement
issued last month, said that

Phillips, 67, was the only per-
son named when nominations
for the post of president
closed at noon Feb. 10. It said
Phillips, the Member of
Parliament for East Central
St. Andrew, had been nomi-
nated for the position.

The PNP said it expects
Phillips will be declared elect-
ed by acclamation, as the fifth
president of the PNP, when the

party holds a special delegates
conference on Mar. 26.

Last month Simpson
Miller, who led the PNP into
defeat in the last general elec-
tions held in 2016, announced
she would step down from the
position on April 2.

- Edited from CMC.
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U.S. assists T&T in money
laundering, terrorism fight 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States has congratulat-
ed Grenada on its 43 years of
political Independence, saying
that the Caribbean island has
“much to be proud of.”

In his Independence mes-
sage, U.S. Secretary of State
Rex W. Tillerson alluded to St.
George’s University, saying
that Grenada should be
proud. He described the uni-
versity as “a world class and
multicultural center of inter-
national
education
that draws
students
from 140
countries,
showcasing
the wel-
coming
spirit of
Grenada.”

Tillerson also said that
Grenada’s participation in the
Caribbean community
(CARICOM), the
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS), the
Organization of American
States (OAS) and regional ini-
tiatives on energy and security
demonstrate the island’s
“strong democratic traditions,

respect for human rights, and
commitment to improving the
lives of its citizens.

“We share a vision for a
secure and prosperous
Caribbean region, as well as a
commitment to deepening our
engagement as demonstrated
by the recently approved
United States-Caribbean
Strategic Engagement Act of
2016,” he said.

“As you celebrate another
year of Independence, know

that the people
of the United
States wish you
a joyful day
and a continua-
tion of the
friendship
between our
countries,” he
added.

Grenada was granted
Independence on Feb. 7, 1974,
under the leadership of the
late Sir Eric Matthew Gairy,
who became the first prime
minister.

- Edited from CMC.
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U.S. congratulates Grenada
on Independence anniversary 

U.S.-Caribbean coast guard raid nets $125M in cocaine 

Phillips set to replace Simpson Miller as PNP boss
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HAITI’S PRESIDENT

Jovenel Moise, right, was last month sworn in as Haiti’s 58th president, taking the oath of office in Parliament in front of legislators
and foreign dignitaries, including those from Caribbean community countries. The 48-year-old businessman succeeded Michel
Martelly after being elected in November. At left is his wife Martine.

Some of the drugs seized in international waters off
Suriname.

“As you celebrate another year
of Independence, know that the
people of the United States wish
you a joyful day and a continua-
tion of the friendship between
our countries” - Tillerson


